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As many of you may be aware, since our last newsletter there has been a lot going on at Peaceful Place. 

We have been working hard to improve our services and have made significant progress with the  

development of our new supported-living project both of which you can read more about in this  

newsletter. We have also seen the arrival of some new faces at Peaceful Place and said goodbye to  

others.  Dan Lawrence joined us as Operations Manager at the beginning of the year.  Dan has worked 

in health and social care for 20 years and brings experience in developing and managing new services as 

well as experience in senior management.  Dan is committed to improving the lives of people living 

with young onset dementia and says:  ò I am looking forward to making the new project a reality in the 

coming months, enabling us to offer much needed specialist residential services, complementing the  

valuable work carried out in our day centre.ó 

The Day Centre 

Refurbishment  

 

Thanks to some very 

generous donations we are 

delighted to announce that 

the day centre has had a 

face-lift.  As well as a new 

coat of paint, we also have a 

brand new kitchen thanks to Waitrose Plc, the 

Hedley Foundation, The Eastwood 50+ Club, 

Rayleigh Lions, Cory Environmental and the 

Hadleigh Monday Evening W.I.  -  all enhanced with 

plants from Shoebury Baptist Church. 

 

With help from Awards for All (part of the 

National Lottery), we now have 2 new luxurious 

electric mobility armchairs, and 

3 state-of-the-art touch screen 

computers, plus a colour 

printer (with instructions in 14 

different languages!).  The 
computers are giving some of 

our members a new lease of 

life, and all staff are being 

trained in digital reminiscence therapy so that each 

member can make their own Life Story. 

 

Also, thanks to the Barchester Health Care 

Foundation and Augustine Courtauld Trust. we 

now have new blinds which keep the centre much 

cooler on hot days.  

Staff Training  

 

Our training programme has been strengthened 

this year representing a significant investment by 

the charity in all its staff, our most valuable  

resource. We have recently commissioned a  

bespoke young onset dementia and life history 

training package to complement our existing  

training programme.  Congratulations to the Day  

Centre staff who have all achieved NVQ 3 in 

Health and Social Care and the Day Centre  

Supervisor who has completed her NVQ level 4. 

Good luck to our recent recruits who have all  

enrolled on the QCF level 2 programme. 

  Introducing new additions    

  to the Peaceful Place   

  team: Len, Debbie, Pippa,  

  Yvonne and Dan. 

 

  WELCOME ALL 

  New Activities  

 

  In response to the needs and feedback of  

  members, we have added a number of new  

  activities to supplement the range already  

  available in the Day Centre. Thanks to some  

  outside help we now enjoy drum therapy, keep  

  fit, karaoke, dance exercise, aroma therapy,  

  model making, small group reminiscence work  

  to name but a few. 



Firstly, my apologies for the fact that itõs been EONS since you last had a Peaceful Place newsletter 

popping through your door.  Each newsletter costs around £750 to send out, so if you can help us in 

any way with the cost of printing or posting these, or if youõd like to advertise in our next  

newsletter (very reasonable rates!) please get in touché.. 
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  OK,  SO WHATõS BEEN HAPPENING? 

We have had some fantastic people do sponsored walks and runs for us, climbed mountains, lost 

weight, jumped out of aeroplanes, swum lakes, hold ôOpen Gardensõ, written and sold poetry and 

cookery books, sung Carols, organised concerts, flipped pancakes, found coins down the sides of 

their settee, and done loads more wonderful things besides to raise much needed funds for  

Peaceful Place.  Just some of the events are mentioned belowé. 

 

Oh what a party! 

 

Around two and a half thousand people turned up in 

Thorpe Bay Broadway to help celebrate the wedding  of 

HRH Prince William to Katherine Middleton - and they 

were determined to enjoy themselves! 

 

Kate lookalike (Rebecca Harding) and her Prince  

William (Alfie Albert) really got into the spirit of things, 

so much so that some of Rebeccaõs parentsõ friends 

wanted to know why they hadnõt been informed she was getting married! 

 

The party was a combined effort between Peaceful Place and many of the Thorpe Bay  

Broadway Traders who all pulled together to make the event the undoubted success it was.  
Details of all those who helped in organising the party are listed in the directory on our website 

and on the Thank You page in this newsletter.   

 

Special thanks must go to Zak at Café Masala, Mr. Hussain at Café Masala for his hospitality and al-

lowing us to use his restaurant as Street Party Headquarters, Wheelz for providing the music, 

Chantilly Lace for providing the wedding dress, the wonderful ladies who baked the exquisite  wed-

ding cakes for the cake competition and A.R. Adams Funeral Directors for the ôAfter Street  

Partyõ party - it was DEAD good! 

 

The raffle alone raised around £2,000 with the first prize of £200 being won by a delighted Mrs. Lee 

of Burgess Road.  The whole event raised around £6,000 for Peaceful Place and a valuable lesson 

was learnt.  If youõre going to put bunting up, you need to go higher, higher, higher!! 

 
See the details on Page 7 of our next Street Party for the Queenõs Diamond Jubileeé. 

 

 

  Street Party in aid of the Royal Wedding - Sunday, 30th April 2011  



The Classic Car and Retro Show at the Lawn - Sunday, 26th June 

Our thanks once again to Tim Bussell who yet again pulled off 

the most BRILLIANT  car show.  It was even bigger and bet-

ter than last yearõs, and once again he managed to arrange sub-

tropical temperatures (how does he do it?). 

 

There was even more entertainment on offer than at last yearõs 

show, and this year the Lawnõs new Orangery  

conservatory was a welcome addition, opening to serve cream 

teas and champagne.  One car that particularly caught the eye 

was a Ã2m Bugatti, but the owner couldnõt be persuaded to 

give it to Peaceful Place for a raffle prizeé..   

 

At the end of the day just over £3,000 was raised for Peaceful Place - a fantastic sum which will 

make a huge difference to the centre - thank you Tim!! 

The 2nd Peaceful Place Dogathon - Sunday, 24th July 2011 

The Moonlight Colourthon - 2nd July 2011 

 

 This yearõs Moonlight Colourthon once again saw 

 Rachel Riley walking on behalf of Peaceful Place .    

 Many thanks  to all those who walked on our behalf  

 including Pat Wall,  Vicky Harding, Louise Fraser and   

 Carol & Nigel  Franklin,   You are all STARS! 

  

 Together you helped raise a fantastic £2,000! 

Page 3 

With tails a-wagging all the way,  around 40 dogs walked their owners one mile along the seafront, 

turning into Southchurch Park for some fun canine competitions with prizes. 

 

Judging the competitions was vet Kris Barnett from Ian Jobsonõs veterinary practice in Rochford.  

His own dog ð Tia, 14, (who had not done any training for the one mile walk), refused to budge 

once in the park,  preferring instead to watch her peers entering competitions such as ôôThe dog 

that looks most like a Film/Pop Starõ, ôThe Most Heart-warming Rescue Storyõ etc. 

 

The winner of the category ôThe Dog that looks most like a Film/Pop Starõ was Bengie, a Yorkshire 

Terrier, dressed as Tiger Woods . 

 

At the end of a fun afternoon 16 dogs were awarded certificates and prizes, every dog went home 

with a Peaceful Place rosette and a doggy bag full of tasty morsels, and a staggering £2,400 was 

raised for the charity!!  Diary note :  Next yearõs Dogathon is on the 22nd July 2012. 


